RU-BLY -9

STATEWIDE BRIDGE SURVEY INVENTORY FORM

MNDOT No.: L4013

Historic Name:

Common Name:

Owner: Houston County

Year Built: 1915 (A)

Engineer: Alfred J. Rasmussen ? (A)
Contractor/Mason:

Contact Sheet No.: 09369

Location

County: Houston

Township: Black Hammer

Legal Description: Township 102N, Range 7W, Section 20

Crossing: Township Road 126 over dry streambed, about 2.5 miles west of
County Highwa 4

Technical Data

Stone Type: Limestone

Masonry Type: Ashlar

No/Type of Arches: 1 semicircular
Length of Arch Barrel: 18' 2"
Span Length: 12' 6"

Rise: 6' 2"

Significance

Local x State National

Historic Context: Minnesota Masonry—Arch Highway Bridges, 1875-1940
Integrity: Excellent Good  Fair x  Poor

No. of Resources within Property: 1 contributing structure(s)

Summary Description

Located in a rural area of Houston County about 7 miles west of the City
of Caledonia, the bridge crosses a dry streambed in a roughly east-west
direction. The bridge was authorized in January 1915, when the Houston
County Board of Commissioners approved a request from the Town of Black
Hammer "for one-half of the expense of building a bridge in section 20
of said town'" (A). The County Board Minutes also note that "the
engineer was directed to make a survey and draw plans for said bridge."
Although the name of the engineer is not recorded, it probably was
Alfred J. Rasmussen, who received road engineering fees from the county
in January 1915, and who was appointed "County Road and Bridge Engineer"
in June 1915 (A). There is no further mention of the bridge in the
County Board Minutes.

Built on a slight skew of local, ashlar, bluff-colored limestone, the
structure displays a single semiciruclar arch springing about 4 feet
above grade from well-defined impost ledges that step out about 6 inches
and then fall flush with the abutment. The ring stones are well-
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Summary Description Con't.

blocked, measuring about 8 inches in width and 12 inches in height.
Joints are about 1l inch thick. Except for a few crude patches of
repointing, the intrados joints are bereft of mortar. Under the bridge,
the streambed has been covered with a concrete slab, presumably to
protect the masonry footings from scour. The structure's spandrel walls
are continuous with slightly flared wing walls. MNDOT photos from the
1950s and 1960s show stone parapet walls rising above the roadway and
topped with pipe-metal railings. These features have been removed,
leaving a ragged masonry line flush with the roadway.

Sources of Information

A. Proceedings of the County Commissioners of Houston County, Jaunary
6, June 22, 1915, unpublished. Houston County Courthouse,
Caledonia, MN.

B. MNDOT file for Bridge No. L4013. MNDOT.

Date of Survey: October 1987
Surveyor: Jeffrey A. Hess
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